
 

Wellington Village Community Association 

 

E. of Island Park Dr. / W. of Holland Ave / S. of Scott St. / N. of the Queensway 

Secretary- Treasurer, Committee of Adjustment 

101 Centrepointe Drive 

Ottawa ON K2G 5K7 

 

July 30, 2014 

Re: Minor Variance applications for 21 Hampton Avenue 

Dear members of the Committee of Adjustment, 

The 14-member Board of the Wellington Village Community Association is writing to express its 
opposition to the minor variance applications for 21 Hampton Avenue, and to support the 13 
households of Hampton, Clarendon and Granville avenues which have collectively written to the 
Committee, also in opposition to these applications. 

Zoning bylaws exist for a reason, to ensure appropriate development that is in keeping with the City’s 
Official Plan.  

When the City adopted Urban Design Guidelines for infill development in mature neighbourhoods in 
May 2012, the intent was to ensure that new infill was in keeping with the character of the existing 
buildings on the street and area, and that infill structures enhance streetscapes, support and extend 
established landscaping, encourage community interaction and various modes of transportation, and 
protect trees and greenspace.  

The proposed variances for 21 Hampton Ave appear to contradict these guidelines, for the reasons 
which are outlined in the comprehensive submission by the current residents of Hampton Avenue and 
adjacent streets.  

While WVCA supports the City’s intensification objectives, it is our contention that these objectives can 
be attained through creative designs that respect the required lot sizes and setbacks established by the 
City through its zoning by-laws, and that closely adhere to the Urban Design Guidelines for low-rise infill.  
In the view of the WVCA Board, the cumulative effect of the variances being requested by this 
application exceeds the limits of acceptability.  The overall goal should be to intensify in a way that 
respects the character and greenspace of the specific location - as broadly expressed in the Wellington 
Street West Community Design Plan (CDP) - and that provides actual benefits to the broader 
community. 

 



Given the variances being requested by the owner, the proposed design of the proposed new dwellings 
do not support the existing landscaping (the proposed reduced setbacks would greatly increase the 
footprint of the building and substantially reduce the greenspace on the property). The current proposal 
does not appear to achieve a good fit with the existing character of Hampton Avenue.  

For the reasons outlined above, and in agreement with the much more comprehensive arguments 
outlined in the submission of the Hampton Avenue residents, the minor variance application requests 
for 21 Hampton Avenue should be rejected.  In regards to this proposed development, the WVCA Board 
urges the members of the Committee of Adjustment to uphold the City’s required zoning by-law, and to 
request that the applicant re-apply with a revised proposal. 

Sincerely, 

 

Catherine James McGuinty 

Wellington Village Community Association President, on behalf of the WVCA Board 


