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WVCA Board of Directors Meeting 
December 17, 2013, 7:30 PM, Rm 112, Fisher Park School 

  
Board members present: Catherin James, Jason Thomson, Colin Davies, Jim 
Provost, Vivian Knapp 
Community members present: Rick Van Loon, Andrew Hickey (Councillor Hobbs’ 
office) 
 
1. Approval of November minutes. (approved by Jim, 2nd-ed by Vivian)   
  
2. Minuting of business conducted by email between meetings 
Colin submitted the following letter to the City re. the Scott Street Community 
Design Plan:   
 
December 7th, 2013 
City of Ottawa Planning & Growth Management Department, Infrastructure Services & 
Community Stability 
110 Laurier Avenue West, 4th Floor, Ottawa, ON, K1P 1J1 
 
Attn: Melanie Knight, Planner via email: melanie.knight@ottawa.ca 
Re: Scott Street Community Design Plan 
 
The Wellington Village Community Association (WVCA) is pleased to offer formal 
comments on the Scott Street Community Design Plan. 
In general the WVCA welcomes the consultative approach of the CDP process and 
supports the recommendations outlined – particularly “priority public realm” 
initiatives, maintaining residential zoning in stable areas such as Wellington Village 
and clear rules for future development. We also offer the following specific comments: 
 
· The WVCA strongly supports the recommendation to provide a new Community 
Centre Facility within the proposed Tunney’s Pasture redevelopment. We concur 
that additional community facilities (in addition to new park space as proposed in 
PWGSC’s most recent master plan) should be provided in this area to support the scale 
of the proposed intensification without overloading other facilities. 
 
· The WVCA is concerned that current infrastructure is insufficient to support 
the development that would be encouraged in the “Holland Cross/Parkdale node” 
and along Scott Street – particularly roads servicing these areas. Traffic issues 
(relating to volume, speed, and safety) are currently top concerns for this community 
and we look forward to working with the City to find ways to mitigate these concerns. 
 
· The WVCA is concerned that the CDP shows a road connection between 
Goldenrod in Tunney’s Pasture and Smirle to the south of the Scott Street (roads 
that are currently separated by the Transitway) – particularly with respect to likely 
increase in traffic along Smirle and through adjacent residential areas. We also note 
that LRT diversion plans currently indicate a temporary embankment connection 
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across the Transitway at this location; we are not aware of any provision or 
consultation regarding the potential construction of a bridge or other permanent 
roadway connection. 
 
Regards, 
Colin Davies, WVCA Board Member 
cc: Katherine Hobbs, Ottawa City Counselor (Kitchissippi). 
 
The WVCA fall newsletter was circulated to the mailing list on December 12. Topics 
include the New West School Accommodation review, the safe streets pilot project 
application, the Scott Street CDP and the Mizrahi development. 
 
3. Planning for community forum on safe streets  
Catherine proposed that the community forum on traffic and safe streets be 
postponed until Thursday, April 24, for several reasons: there are few speeders 
given the amount of snow, the possibility of problematic weather is likely to reduce 
attendance in February, and by April it will be known whether the Wellington 
Village Safe Streets application submitted by Donna Chiarelli for a “Neighborhood 
Slow Zone,” was approved for funding.  There was agreement that this is a logical 
proposal, so the projected date for the forum is now April  
 
4. Scott Street Community Design Plan  
The CDP was approved by Planning Committee on December 10. (The draft plan had 
been released at a public meeting on November 13 – it is online at: 
http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/scott-street-community-design-
plan.)  Two issues relating to the CDP were raised at the meeting: 
 
• The CDP envisions that Scott Street become a “complete street”; this would 

entail measures such as dedicated cycle tracks, widened sidewalks, green 
boulevards on both sides of Scott Street and self-supporting hydro poles, which 
cost much more than do standard poles. On December 3, a motion was passed at 
the Finance and Economic Development Committee to borrow $1,000,000 to pay 
the cost of upgrading these poles to contribute to the Scott Street redesign. 
These funds are being borrowed from the City-wide account. The plan is to 
reimburse this money by using funds forthcoming in 2014 in Section 37 
community benefits payable as a result of high-density development in the 
Holland-Parkdale node, as well as smaller projects on Scott, Parkdale and 
Holland, as envisioned in the CDP. (For additional detail, see 
http://ourkitchissippi.ca/all-about-the-scott-street-hydro-poles/.) 

 
WVCA Board members at the meeting expressed strong opposition to this 
inappropriate usage of Section 37 community benefit funds for the moving and 
upgrading of hydro poles. 

 

http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/scott-street-community-design-plan
http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/scott-street-community-design-plan


 3 

• There appear to be mixed messages in regards to a possible future connection 
between Smirle and Goldenrod.  This connection was described as temporary at 
a December 3 meeting at which information and design plans for Scott Street 
were presented (pertaining to, in particular, the temporary relocating of buses 
onto Scott in 2016 while the LRT is being constructed).  However at the 
November 27 information session to present the latest iteration of the Tunney’s 
Pasture Master Plan, the connection was portrayed as more of a permanent 
change. 

 
5. Tunney’s Pasture Master Plan 
Vivian attended the public session on November 27 (see http://www.tpsgc-
pwgsc.gc.ca/biens-property/pdpt-tpmp/phase4/optrev-prefopt-4-eng.html), and 
reported that the updated Plan is a great improvement on the initial draft, as it 
incorporates a much greater degree of mixed use throughout the Tunney’s complex 
(rather than only around the perimeter). It was agreed that WVCA would submit a 
short comment in support of commercial diversity and increased greenspace for 
Tunney’s, and to note our concerns regarding traffic and the lack of clarity regarding 
Goldenrod-Smirle. 
 
[The following letter was drafted by Jim and submitted on December 20: 
The Wellington Village Community Association (WVCA) is pleased to offer formal 
comments on the Tunney’s Pasture Master Plan. In general, we are pleased and 
encouraged by the improvements in the Master Plan that make Tunney’s Pasture a 
more complete, mixed-use community.  The diversification of land use, the improved 
integration with neighbouring greenspace, and the consideration of linear parks all 
create a more liveable and enjoyable environment.   
 
We offer the following specific comments: 

• The WVCA supports commercial diversity and increased greenspace at 
Tunney’s Pasture, as these measures will increase the livability of the 
area and contribute to more intensive usage on evenings and weekends.  
The proposed addition of residential units within the neighbourhood needs to 
be accompanied by a corresponding increase in services and recreational 
amenities such as parks, greenspaces and community centres.  
 

• The WVCA is concerned about parking and traffic in the area. Employees 
from Québec lack convenient integration with the Light Rail LRT planned to 
service Tunney’s Pasture, thus reducing their ability to use public transit.  We 
worry that the Master Plan targets for modal splits using public transit are 
unrealistic and will lead to increased traffic and parking issues in the area. 
 

• The WVCA is concerned that the CDP shows a road connection between 
Goldenrod in Tunney’s Pasture and Smirle to the south of the Scott Street 

http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/biens-property/pdpt-tpmp/phase4/optrev-prefopt-4-eng.html
http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/biens-property/pdpt-tpmp/phase4/optrev-prefopt-4-eng.html
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(roads that are currently separated by the Transitway) – particularly with 
respect to the likelihood that such a connection would result in increased traffic 
along Smirle and through adjacent residential areas. The increased car traffic 
is likely to spill out into the adjoining neighbourhoods during periods of high 
traffic.] 

6. Mizrahi development update  
The development application for 1445/1451 Wellington Street was submitted to the 
City on November 7.  A well-attended community meeting was held at GCTC on 
December 12.  While there was appreciation expressed at the meeting for the degree 
of consultation which has taken place with immediately affected residents of, the 
comments made during the Q and A session at the meeting were split between those 
in support of and opposed to the proposed development.  (It should be noted that, 
several days before the community meeting, Catherine had a telephone 
conversation with Councillor Hobbs, during which Hobbs indicated that she would 
only support a development for the site if it conformed with the CDP.) 
 
Public comments on the development can be submitted until January 7.  Catherine 
proposed that a short letter be sent to the City reiterating the preference of WVCA 
that the applicant stay within the prescribed height requirements set out in the 
Wellington West CDP, and also reiterating our support for the style and quality of 
the proposed development.  This course of action was unanimously supported. 
 
7. Other Business 
A public meeting will be held on Wednesday January 15, 7-9 PM in the upstairs 
meeting room at the Churchill Seniors Centre, as a pre-consultation regarding 
development at 70 Richmond Road (southwest corner of Richmond Road and 
Island Park Drive, currently home to Island Park Auto Sales). See 
http://ourkitchissippi.ca/development/community-meeting-development-at-70-
richmond-road/ for links to the zoning materials for the site, and to the Richmond 
Road/Westboro Secondary Plan (Wellington West CDP extends east from the east 
side of Island Park Drive). 

No application has yet been made for this site. This meeting will be the first step in 
a community discussion with the developer before any decisions are made.  

http://ourkitchissippi.ca/development/community-meeting-development-at-70-richmond-road/
http://ourkitchissippi.ca/development/community-meeting-development-at-70-richmond-road/

