
WVCA Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday November 17, 2015, 7:30 PM 

Room 112, Fisher Park School 
 

Board Members present: Dave Allston, Andrew Berube, Darcy Gillespie, Catherine James 
McGuinty, David Lindsay, Jim Provost, Gillian Salmond, Jason Thomson, Rick Van Loon, Lise 
Whitewolf, Ashley Wright. 
 
1. Approval of October minutes – motion to approve by Catherine, seconded by David L. 
 
2. Business Conducted Between Meetings  
-  Mizrahi Proposal – Mizrahi’s new plan for the 1451 Wellington West site was approved 
by Planning Committee at its October 27 meeting as consisting of architecture deemed to be 
sufficiently “landmark” to allow the additional height (12 storeys) which the developer is 
requesting.  At the meeting, Dave Allston spoke; he prefaced his comments by noting that 
the proposed development would affect him in 3 ways: as a WVCA board member (in this 
capacity, Dave noted that the Association’s position is unchanged from that of a year ago); 
as a homeowner of a house on Island Park Drive; and as a member of the general public. 
 
The applicant and the City were to report back to the Ontario Municipal Board by 
November 7th. 
 
3. Outstanding Action items  
a. History page for website – Dave has submitted photos to Jim – they will be up on the 
site soon! 

 

b. Clarendon Street Painting – Catherine has followed up with Rob Wilkinson in the City’s 
Public Works department about the possibility of the City providing assistance in removing 
the paint remaining on Clarendon from the street painting pilot project. She and Rob are 
not having a lot of luck in interesting the city in removing the remaining paint.  She will try 
once more, but general consensus was that it is not a pressing concern. 

 

c. Speedbumps on Byron  

Jim raised the issue of the recent removal of the speed hump on Byron, east of Clarendon, 
and specifically the question of what WVCA should suggest as an alternative traffic-calming 
measure. (The below summary is from the Councillor’s Kitchissippi Ward newsletter.)  
 

“We very quickly learned after its installation of a very abnormal vibration issue that was creating 
a major quality of life impact for some nearby residents… the City-conducted vibration testing 
indicated a level that would under our guidelines require mitigation. Dozens of unacceptable 
"vibration events" were being measured each night inside one home. Some mitigations were 
tried such as patching rough edges, but the vibrations remained far above acceptable levels 
under our guidelines. In recent weeks, coinciding with colder weather, the problem worsened 
qualitatively…. with no viable suggestions on the table after several weeks of study for 
improvement, and very severe quality-of-life impacts, I had the City remove the speed bump. 
We'll need to explore some alternatives to accomplish the same or similar traffic-calming effect 
as the hump sometime in the near future.” 

 

Following discussion, it was agreed that Jim will contact Councillor Leiper to suggest the 
installation of centre lane flag signs on rubber bases, as currently used on Broadview and 



on Roosevelt.  Jim will also raise (again) the desire of the WVCA Board for greater police 
enforcement of the speed limit on Byron. 

 
d. Newswest reachout -- Dave A agreed to look into submitting a short monthly article 
summarizing WVCA activities to NewsWest (included once a month within the Kitchissippi 
Times). 

 
4. City of Ottawa Draft Budget – Jim canvassed the Board, but there was limited interest in 
submitting views on the draft budget. This could change if specific implications for the 
neighbourhood become apparent. 
 
5. Rosemount Expansion And Development (READ) Group – Rick represents WVCA on 
the READ Group, which he is chairing. Rick reported that the 2016 draft library budget has 
100,000 allocated for READ, and $1 million is included in the 2017 draft budget for READ 
renewal.  However, the Ottawa Library CEO has indicated that greater amounts would be 
needed for any Rosemount expansion.  While an expansion plan apparently exists, it has not 
been shared with READ members. 
 
Rick will be meeting with the Library Board on December 1. In the meantime, to promote 
the Rosemount campaign and the argument for increasing the funding for Rosemount 
renewal (the branch is, by far, the most heavily used in Ottawa on a square foot basis), 
READ has established a website and will be postering and circulating a petition to obtain 
signatures of support. 

 
6. Street canvassing – Catherine brought copies of the WVCA information page for use 
during canvassing (to leave at houses when no one is home, or to give out). Canvassers will 
record information on a table which lists name of new member, mailing address, email 
address, and whether they paid the suggested 2-year membership fee and the amount paid.  

 
7. FCA – no update this month.  
 
8. Traffic Study – Dave A reported that a meeting will be coordinated on November 25 
[date was confirmed after our meeting] by Scott Caldwell of Ottawa Parking Services and 

Dennis Van Staalduinen of the Councillor’s office as a follow-up to the spring 2015 list of 
problematic intersections for traffic, cycling and pedestrians in the Ward, compiled 
originally by the Safe Streets Working Group. 
 
9. Other Business 
- Jim will be initiating a process to determine new WVCA priorities.  Advocating for a stop 
sign on the bike path for the Granville crossing was mentioned as one possibility. 
 
10.  Next meeting: Tuesday, December 17, 7:30pm, at Jim’s house. 
January-April meetings will continue to be held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7:30 at 
Fisher Park School. 
 
Adjourned. 


