
Wellington Village Community Association 

Minutes, 30 April 2013 Meeting 

Fisher Park School 

 

Attendance 

Board Members: David Haskins, Jason Thomson, Ashley Wright, Vivian Knapp, Catherine James 

McGuinty, Duff McLeod, David Lindsay, Rick Van Loon 

Community: Colin Davis, Robin Edwards, Maureen Kavanagh, Jim Provost, Eva ? 

 

1. Approval of March Minutes – approved by Catherine, seconded by David H. 

 

2. Minuting of business conducted between meetings 

117 Clarendon Ave. – The variance requests for 117 Clarendon were approved several days after the 

April 3 Committee meeting,  

 

Fisher Park Playground Reconstruction -- The work has begun and is slated to be finished by the 

beginning of August. 

 

3. Schools accommodation update - Rick 

Rick summarised the status of the Near West School Accommodation Review, on which he represents 

WVCA on the Committe which is meeting weekly to study the myriad of possible scenarios and to 

develop a recommendation for the OCDSB.  The Board, in turn, will make the final decision on the 

2014 boundaries early this fall. Public school boundaries for kindergarten to grade 8 (K-8) children in 

our part of the city are going to change significantly in September 2014. Of the two elementary schools 

in the WVCA area, Elmdale is projected to be over capacity by 2016, while Fisher Park is not entirely at 

capacity. Devonshire's over enrolment is even greater than Elmdale's, while Connaught and Hilson are 

respectively projected to be at only 40 and 85 percent of capacity. Compounding the problem is the very 

large discrepancy between enrolment in early French immersion (EFI) and English-only programs with 

about 66% of students opting for EFI. Elmdale currently offers both programs with an even greater than 

average preponderance of EFI.  

 

It is too early to say what effect this will have on students in the area served by the WVCA although 

they appear likely to be less affected than those in some other areas. One possibility is to move English 

programs from Elmdale to Hilson and/or Connaught. Another is to move grade 6 and possibly grade 5 

EFI to Fisher and yet another is to make Fisher a full K-8 EFI school, keeping Elmdale as is and transfer 

some students to Fisher from Elmdale. Many other possibilities exist and it is far too soon to say which 

the Working Committee will prefer.  

 

Several potential scenarios will be presented at a public meeting, likely in late June. Parents of current 

students are receiving updates through the schools, and information is also available on the process 

website at http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/Pages/NearWest.aspx (from which the public can provide input). 
 

4. Transit updates (western LRT + bus stops) - Duff 

LRT: Duff summarised the recent LRT announcements – 4 possible routes have been announced - one 

that follows the Ottawa River Parkway, and three variants that mostly run along Richmond and Byron – 

with the City’s stated preference of the “Richmond Underground” route (see http://ottawa.ca/en/city-

hall/public-consultations/transit/preferred-route) being leaked prior to the April 25 public open house. 

City council's transportation committee was to vote on June 5 on a best option that will get fine design 

work and detailed costing, with the NCC Board meeting scheduled for later in June.(The City’s LRT 

decision was subsequently delayed until July 10 to allow for additional community consultations.)  

Many questions remain, including details regarding the use of Scott Street as a bus corridor during LRT 

construction. 

http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/transit/preferred-route
http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/transit/preferred-route


 

Holland/Wellington Bus Stop Consolidation: The current bus stops for westbound buses #2 and #16 will 

be consolidated into one shared bus stop, in front of The Wood, thereby resulting in a net gain of 6 

parking spots. 
 

5. Scott Street District Community Design Plan (CDP) update - David L. 

David outlined the area covered by the Scott Street CDP, and noted that a Visioning Workshop/Open 

House for the CDP would be held on May 2 (see details at: http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-

consultations/planning-and-infrastructure/visioning-workshops).  

 

The City is undertaking the Scott Street CDP to guide development within the area and implement the 

strategic directions of the Official Plan. Appropriate land use designations and urban design parameters 

are needed to ensure that future development will be compatible with the existing residential community, 

maximize pedestrian activity and open space opportunities, minimize traffic and other infrastructure 

impacts, and be compatible with the new LRT Station planned for Tunney's Pasture. A main goal of the 

initiative is to transition Scott Street from being a physical barrier between the north and south towards 

being a unifying element which plays a stronger role in the surrounding community. 

 

Information on the study may be found at http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/scott-street-

community-design-plan. Feedback may be submitted at any time through the website feedback form or 

by e-mail to Scottcdp@ottawa.ca. 
 

6. Infill Design Guidelines - Phase II - Duff 

As outlined in communication received from City Planner Steve Gauthier, on May 9, 2012 City Council 

approved the Low-Rise Infill Housing in Mature Neighbourhoods Report.  Council also directed staff to 

undertake a number of follow-up studies to ensure infill developments make a positive contribution to 

the character and quality of these neighbourhoods.  As such, Community Associations are now being 

asked to indicate if low-rise infill housing has generated community concern and, if so, to provide the 

following information if available: 
  

   The address of each property, built within the last five years, that has generated the concern 
   Details of all of the reasons for concern for each property 
   A list of the different neighbourhoods in the area 
   For each neighbourhood, a general description of its character (general built form, average number of 

storeys, period of construction, location of parking, etc.)  
 

The city is asking for this information by May 17. Subsequent steps will include site visits, community 

workshops, and recommendations for Planning Committee and City Council by December 2013. 

 

At the April WVCA meeting, comments were made regarding the fact that “concerns” about specific 

properties are highly subjective (though it is likely that the Board could come to an agreement on broad 

characteristics that define infill that is viewed positively vs. other characteristics which result in it being 

viewed negatively). In the end, it was recommended that Duff respond by asking the City for more 

specifics on what features will be covered in the Phase II study. 
 

7. Proposed condo development at Island Park and Wellington - Vivian, David L. 

Vivian reported that the latest project to emerge is a proposal to develop the properties at 1451 and 1445 

Wellington West, currently the location of Proshine and Bella’s.  The proposal is a mixed-use building 

with commercial on the main floor, including a future location for Bella’s, and custom condos above.  

The proponent, Mizrahi Developments of Toronto, held a public meeting on April 9 and subsequent 

meetings with the WVCA and other nearby community associations.  A meeting with the immediate 

neighbours was held on April 29.   

http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/planning-and-infrastructure/visioning-workshops
http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/planning-and-infrastructure/visioning-workshops
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As of May 1, still no plans had been drawn up, nor had an application been filed with the City.  Unlike 

what the community has seen in the past, Mr. Mizrahi’s process is to gather community input first to be 

able to take it into consideration when designing the building.  So far, the discussions have been positive 

and the approach refreshing.   

 

Unfortunately, given that the site is contaminated and needs to be cleaned up, Mizrahi Developments is 

looking to offset that expense by building higher than the 9 and 6 stories currently allowed in the 

Community Design Plan for that parcel of land.  The final height is not clear yet and will depend on 

setbacks, terracing and other design elements of the building, which will be the subject of ongoing 

community discussions.   
 

8. Street painting update - Duff 

Councillor Hobbs’ office contacted WVCA regarding street painting at Clarendon and Java.  

The intersection meets the residential street criteria, has a traffic count well below the 2500 vehicles a 

day criteria, and is not scheduled for any road or utility resurfacing or renewal. The next steps, if WVCA 

chooses to move forward with the project, are to: 

·         Design the street painting 

·         Consult with your neighbours and local community 

Jason volunteered to follow up with Andrea Flowers, the City representative with the Neighbourhood 

Connection Office. 
 

9. AGM planning (membership) - Catherine J. 

Catherine thanked David and Mary Lindsay for sponsoring the WVCA card drop.  The membership 

drive will take place this month.  Catherine provided a mock up of the newsletter cover – topics are infill, 

development (focus on 1451 and 1445 Wellington), school changes, Scott St. CDP, and Fisher Park 

playground redevelopment.  The newsletter will be ready in time for the membership drive. 
 

10. AGM planning (Constitution amendment) - Vivian and Duff 

Vivian summarised several minor proposed changes to the document (revised year end date, and term of 

memberships). Following the meeting, Duff circulated the draft amended constitution (now posted on 

the website prior to the AGM). 

 

11. AGM planning (general) - all 

There was agreement to invite Melanie Knight, the City Planner responsible for the Scott Street CDP, as 

a guest speaker, and also to invite Councillor Hobbs. 

 

12. Letter of support for the Elmdale Playground Committee – Jim Provost summarised the 

fundraising efforts being undertaken to obtain new playground equipment at Elmdale, and formally 

asked for WVCA support, which is recommended as a means of increasing Elmdale’s chances of 

obtaining a City grant for additional funds.  The Board was supportive of the efforts.  It was agreed that 

Jim will write a letter which the Board could endorse. 

 

13. Adjournment 


