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Next Meeting - Tuesday, June 11, 7:30 pm, Fisher Park School

 * Scott Street District Community Design Plan!
 * Fisher Park Rejuvenation
 * New Development in Wellington Village 
 * The Near West School Accommodation Review
 

Scott Street District 
Community Design 
Plan (CDP)

The City is undertaking the Scott 
Street District CDP to guide 
development within the area and 
implement the strategic 
directions of the Official Plan. 
Appropriate land use 
designations and urban design 
parameters are needed to ensure 
that future development will be 
compatible with the existing 
residential community, maximize 

pedestrian activity and open 
space opportunities, minimize 
traffic and other infrastructure 
impacts, and be compatible with 
the new LRT Station planned for 
Tunney's Pasture. A main goal of 
the initiative is to transition Scott 
Street from being a physical 
barrier between the north and 
south towards being a unifying 
element which plays a stronger 
role in the surrounding 
community.

Information on the study may be 
found at http://ottawa.ca/en/

city-hall/public-consultations/
scott-street-community-design-
plan. Though community 
participation sessions were 
recently held for the study, 
feedback may be submitted at 
any time through the website 
feedback form or by e-mail to 
Scottcdp@ottawa.ca.
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Fisher Park 
Rejuvenation

With spring and summer finally 
approaching, it is exciting to 
realize that changes are 
underway at Fisher Park. 
Funding for upgrades to the 
park was originally limited to 
$200,000 to replace one of the 
play structures and build a new 
splash pad. Given the popularity 
of the park, an additional 
$540,000 from cash-in-lieu of 
parkland funds was added to the 
budget.  

The funds will provide for the 
following changes to the park: a 
larger than planned splash pad 
with an expanded number of 
water features, two separate 
senior play structures, including 
a space net climbing component, 
a realigned and separated 
pathway system for children’s 
safety in the play area,  a 
significant number of new 
benches and picnic tables, the 
replacement of the existing 
basketball court with two new 

full size courts and two practice 
keys, a widened and landscaped 
pathway corridor leading to 
Holland Avenue park entrance 
for greater visibility and safety, 
and new fencing, pathway 
lighting and community bulletin 
boards. 

The rejuvenated park should be 
open for fun by August 1. 

 

Development in 
Wellington Village 
Development continues to be a 
hot topic in our neighbourhood.  
The latest project to emerge is a 
proposal to develop the 
properties at 1451 and 1445 
Wellington West, currently the 
location of Proshine and Bella’s.  
The proposal is a mixed-use 
building with commercial on the 
main floor, including a future 
location for Bella’s, and custom 
condos above.  The proponent, 
Mizrahi Developments of 
Toronto, held a public meeting 
on April 9 and subsequent 

meetings with the WVCA and 
other nearby community 
associations.  A meeting with the 
immediate neighbours was held 
on April 29.  

As of May 1, still no plans had 
been drawn up, nor had an 
application been filed with the 
City.  Unlike what the 
community has seen in the past, 
Mr. Mizrahi’s process is to gather 
community input first to be able 
to take it into consideration 
when designing the building.  So 
far, the discussions have been 
positive and the approach 
refreshing.  

Unfortunately, given the site is 
contaminated and needs to be 
cleaned up, Mizrahi 
Developments is looking to 
offset that expense by building 
higher than the 9 and 6 stories 
currently allowed in the 
Community Design Plan (CDP) 
for that parcel of land.  The final 
height is not clear yet and will 
depend on setbacks, terracing 
and other design elements of the 
building, which will be the 
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subject of ongoing community 
discussions.  Stay tuned!

The WVCA encourages open 
communication between all 
parties involved in development 
projects and believes community 
members can and should play an 
important role, influencing 
developers to improve their 
projects and take community 
concerns into account.  

The WVCA reviews all notices of 
requests for variances falling 
within our boundaries that will 
be going before the City of 
Ottawa Committee of 
Adjustments and the notices are 
posted on our website at 
www.wvca.ca.  The WVCA will 
continue to follow Wellington 
Village development projects 
with interest.

The Near West 
School 
Accommodation 
Review
This article will give you some of 
the basic information about this 
issue. Public school boundaries 
for kindergarten to grade 8 (K-8) 
children in our part of the city 
are going to change significantly 
in September 2014. Of the two 
elementary schools in the 
WVCA area, Elmdale has a 
capacity of 389 students (530 
with the current 7 portables) but 
a projected enrolment of 557 by 
2016. Meanwhile Fisher Park has 
a capacity of 803 and a projected 
enrolment of 658. The Ottawa-
Carleton District School Board is 
looking at a number of schools 
for “re-adjustment” because of 
such imbalances. These include: 
Devonshire (over enrolment), 
Connaught (40% capacity) and 
Hilson (85 percent of capacity). 

The OCDSB has established a 
Near West Working Committee 
consisting of two representatives 

of each school potentially 
affected and one representative 
of each community association in 
the area. It meets most Monday 
evenings and has considered a 
wide range of scenarios so far. 
These will be culled down to, 
probably, three or four which 
will be reviewed at a public 
meeting in June (time and place 
TBA). The Working Committee 
will then make final 
recommendations to the OCDSB, 
which will finally determine the 
2014 boundaries early this fall. 

It is too early to say what effect 
this will have on students in the 
area served by the WVCA. One 
possibility is to move English 
programs from Elmdale to 
Hilson and/or Connaught. 
Another is to move grade 6 and 
possibly grade 5 EFI to Fisher. It 
is far too soon to say which the 
Working Committee will prefer. 

You can find more information 
(and share your views) about 
this at:  http://www.ocdsb.ca/
sch/as/Pages/NearWest.aspx.
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Important notes and numbers
WVCA website: www.wvca.ca

Councillor Katherine Hobbs: 
! ! !  613-580-2485
! ! !  Katherine.Hobbs@ottawa.ca
! ! ! ! !             

Community Police: !
! ! !  613-236-1222 x 5871,
! ! !  Cst. Andrew Milton, ! ! ! ! ! ! !   
! ! !  miltona@ottawapolice.ca

Upcoming Events: 

! ! ! Near West Public Meeting (School Accomodation Review)
! ! ! Thursday, June 20, 7-9pm, Nepean High School, Auditorium

! ! ! Scott Street CDP (Community Design Plan) - Open House
! ! ! Wednesday, June 26, 6-9pm, Hintonburg Community Centre

Western Light Rail links:   

! ! ! http://www.ottawalightrail.ca                                                                                                            

http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-consultations/western-corridor-
light-rail-transit-environmental-assessment
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