
Wellington Village Community Association 

Draft Minutes, 15 January 2013 Meeting 

Fisher Park School 

 

Attendance 

Board Members: David Haskins, Duff McLeod, Jason Thomson, Andrew Berube, Ashley Wright, 

Vivian Knapp, Catherine James McGuinty, Susan Kennedy 

Community: Audrey Stewart, Gillian Hickman, Charles Hodgson. 

 

1. Approval of November Meeting Minutes – Motion adopted. 

 

2. Membership Drive 

Catherine distributed the following handout describing a proposed path forward for increasing WVCA 

membership: 

 

Goal:  Increase membership from 150 to 300 out of approx. 2500 households.          

 

Strategy: 

1. Canvas neighbourhood - Board members sign up 15 new members each for a total of 120 new 

members 

2. Card mail drop - potential with Mary Lindsay, undetermined contribution required, one side of card 

 

Tactics: 

1. Neighbourhood canvas 

a. New members should be approached with a membership form for sign up 

b. On the form they can indicate whether or not they wish to receive time sensitive updates (approx. 6 

emails per month) or just one monthly email. This will require two separate email lists.  

c. They would be asked for a suggested contribution of $10. If it is phrased this way then no one should 

get upset if they find out that someone did not pay.  

 

2. Card Drop 

a. Waiting for details from Mary re. timing and contribution 

 

Notes: 

1. Card drop on our own is too expensive 

2. Consistent look to website, newsletter, membership form and card 

3. Photos from neighbourhood 

4. If a new member chooses the newsletter option can they go to the site to see all of the other info that 

was emailed out? 

5. Newsletter - layout, colours, contents, pictures 

6. Confirm total residents 

7. Confirm talking points 

8. Will need small write-ups on topics 

9. Website name/ assoc name 
 

Discussion centred on the extent to which the $10 membership fee should be broached when 

approaching potential new members, given that the main objective is to expand the WVCA mailing list.  

It was decided to go with the approach described above.  . 

 

Next steps: Catherine will draft talking points re. WVCA mandate and current key issues, for use by 

Board Members when they go door to door, along with proposed wording for a possible WVCA card 



drop.  The membership form will also need to be updated to reflect the choice of receiving either just 

monthly email updates or more frequent time sensitive updates. 

 

3. Proposed Community Garden Project 

Gillian provided an overview of her investigations into securing a site for establishing a community 

garden.  Councillor Hobbs’s office has recommended that she bring up the matter at the next Scott Street 

Community Development Plan meeting (date to be determined).  WVCA will post information on our 

website after this meeting has taken place. 

 

4. City of Ottawa Greenhouse Gas Roundtable 

Charles, representing Ecology Ottawa, reported that the Mayor has agreed to hold a Greenhouse Gas 

Roundtable in the first quarter of this year to discuss next steps, given that the City’s 2005 Air Quality 

and Climate Change Management Plan had targets for greenhouse gas reduction for 2012 – these were 

not met and the plan is not being revisited. 

 

Susan motioned (unanimously supported) that WVCA write a letter supporting the holding of the 

Roundtable; this will be sent to Councillor Hobbs, Councillor McRae as chair of the Environment 

Committee, Mayor Watson, Ecology Ottawa, and to the City staffers who are organising the Roundtable. 

Duff will draft and send the letter. 

 

5. Possible Community Forum on Pedestrian Issues 

At the November 2012 WVCA meeting, Audrey Stewart presented on behalf of WALK Ottawa 

(http://ottawawalkingproblems.ca/), a pedestrians’ advocate group which emphasises safety and ‘re-

education of the Transportation Department. At that time, there was also agreement that pedestrian-

related issues would be a suitable topic for a community forum, perhaps in April 2013. 

 

The idea was further discussed and broadened, e.g. discussing what residents want to be able to walk to, 

the concept of a neighbourhood being walkable if there are things worth walking to, and the idea of 

walkability supporting community. In terms of potential speakers, in addition to WALK Ottawa, the 

Wellington Village BIA has recently completed a walkability study, and it would be important to have a 

City representative in attendance. 

 

Next steps: It was decided to put the idea of having a Forum on hold for now, so as to devote all 

energies to the Membership drive.  In the meantime, Audrey will find out what Hintonburg and 

Dalhousie associations discussed at their recent pedestrian forums.  

 

6. Updates on Business conducted since October meeting 

 37 Gould/296 Carleton (same property):  WVCA posted the minor variance application on 

November 24.  Vivian subsequently reported further details on the applicant’s plans and 

discussions with neighbours by email. 

 Nomination of Don Monet for Victor Tolgesy Award from the Council for the Arts in 

Ottawa: Catherine Decarie prepared a letter of support from WVCA, which Duff subsequently 

submitted. 

 Email question from Elizabeth Marston on WVCA posting of development updates: Jason 

responded by email on January 17.  

 Winter Driveway Markers on Mayfair and Piccadilly: not discussed at the January meeting, 

but the matter was resolved in December following Rick Van Loon’s radio interview on CBC. 

 Near West Accommodation Review Working Committee for Elmdale and Devonshire 

public schools: Not discussed at January WVCA meeting, but in December Rick attended the 



first meeting of the "Near West Accommodation Review Working Committee" on behalf of 

WVCA; the committee will raise concerns, ideas and questions and other potential proposals for 

the OCDSB trustees to review and make a decision.  

A Public Meeting to discuss the two proposed Interim Accommodation Measures for fall 2013 

has been scheduled for January 23 at Fisher Park School, in the auditorium.  The proposed 

interim measures are: 1) Redirect Current Devonshire PS and Elmdale PS Gr 5 EFI Students to 

Fisher PS for Grade 6 (Addition of Grade 6 EFI Program at Fisher Park PS); and 2) Redirect 

Devonshire PS and Elmdale PS JK Students to other local area schools. 

Background: Elmdale Public School and Devonshire Public schools are operating or will be 

operating over capacity in the near future.  The Ottawa Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) 

has come up with 2 proposals, one of which includes creating an EFI JK to grade 6 at Fisher Park 

(grade 6 EFI students would move to Fisher in fall 2013, and EFI JK–grade 5 in fall 2014).    

7. Next meeting – Tuesday, February 19, 7pm, Fisher Park School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


