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20 June, 2012 

 
Dear Councillor Hobbs:  

As you are well aware, the Transportation Committee voted earlier this month to reduce a list of 
15 possible routes for the western extension of the Light Rail Transit (LRT) system down to four, 
three of which use different versions of a corridor along Richmond Road and Byron Avenue west 
of the current Westboro Transitway station.  The fourth proposed route under consideration would 
see the LRT travel along the Ottawa River Parkway, despite the well-publicised objections of the 
National Capital Commission to this scenario.  

The Wellington Village Community Association (WVCA) Board of Directors has given 
consideration to the question of the proposed LRT routes through Kitchissippi Ward.  The WVCA 
Board firmly believes that Carling Avenue is far and away the best location for this significant 
project.  This letter elaborates on our reasoning. 
 
Route of Light Rail Transit 
The first phase of the proposed LRT system is planned to terminate at Tunney’s Pasture, for 
future extension further west.  While we understand the desire to locate the LRT near a major 
employment centre, we are concerned about the apparent choice to potentially extend the route 
along the Ottawa River Parkway.  Cutting the city off from the river by running a light rail line along 
the river is precisely the opposite of what most cities are now doing: removing obstacles to well-
loved waterways, creating more linkages between neighbourhoods and open spaces, and even 
tearing down existing roadways and physical barriers to access.  We are not sure why this city 
would seek to do the opposite.   
 
We believe that the most appropriate location for light rail service through the western part of the 
city is along Carling Avenue, where it would serve to connect four shopping malls, two hospitals, 
high density residential, the Queensway, and key businesses.  The city has expressed concern 
about the projected extra costs of building a system on this route.  However, significant questions 
have been raised about the cost estimates for Carling contained in the Interim Western LRT 
Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment report – including by Ottawa Centre Liberal 
MPP Yasir Naqvi, who is strongly supportive of the Carling option – and about whether grade 
separation would actually be necessary for a light rail line on Carling. The WVCA feels that it is 
important to build an LRT system where most of the people, businesses and traffic congestion are 
rather than building such a system where few can access it and where it spoils a natural and 
recreational amenity.  This route has the added benefit of eliminating an unpredictable NCC role in 
the process.  
 
We feel strongly that the proposed Byron-Richmond corridor/Byron Linear Park routes are not 
longer feasible for the LRT because of the recreational amenity which would have to be destroyed 
to reclaim that space for rails.  
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To people in this community, there is a clear winner when it comes to the LRT route, and it is 
Carling Avenue.   
 
Who Is the LRT Serving?  
The four routes selected by the Transportation Committee lead us to believe that the LRT is not 
really meant to serve residents of Ottawa living between Woodroffe and the downtown.  It appears 
that the purpose of the system is to move suburban commuters quickly through (or around) our 
communities in order to deliver them to downtown jobs.  This, in turn, implies that the system is 
really intended for rush-hour traffic alleviation, and not for the greater goal of providing residents of 
west end neighbourhoods with more connectivity, more foot traffic near our main street 
businesses, and less traffic on our roads.  On the contrary, there may end up being more 
congestion on our streets as our local bus routes are eliminated or re-routed, or as people attempt 
to park near LRT stops in our communities.  
 
If Ottawa is ever to develop a “24 hour” downtown, it cannot build a transit system based on the 8-
hour workday.  If the system is designed with the commuter in mind, it will be a ghost town on 
evenings and weekends, and will not get the ridership so hoped for.  On the other hand, if a 
system is designed to serve our denser neighbourhoods and major institutions, it would foster 
lively communities and round-the-clock ridership.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Wellington Village Community Association 
 
cc: Ottawa City Council 
 Mayor Jim Watson 
 

 


