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Wellington Village Community Association (WVCA) 

Annual General Meeting 

Collected Works, May 15, 2012 – 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

Minutes 
 

1) Welcome and call to order, introductions and establishment of quorum (Katie Paris) 

Attendance 

Board Members: Vivian Knapp, Susan Kennedy, Jason Thomson, David Haskins, Richard Van Loon, Peter 

Bleyer, Duff McLeod, David Lindsay, Katie Paris, Catherine James-McGuinty 

Community: Suzanne Woo, Bill Shields, Andrea Prazmowski, Catherine Decarry, Andrew Berbe, Amber 

Corgan, Randy Kemp, Ashley Wright, Carol Collins, Emily Galiano (4 Cats Art Studio), Safa Fuda (Ottawa 

Mosque), Annie Hillis (Wellington BIA), Councillor Katherine Hobbs, Andrew Hickey (Councillor’s 

Assistant)  

 

2) Approval of agenda, April 2012 meeting minutes, and last year’s AGM minutes (Susan Kennedy, 

seconded by David Lindsay) 

 

3) Reports 

a. President’s report – Katie Paris, “2011-2012 Overview of WVCA Activities” 

Katie described several main areas of WVCA involvement over the past year: 

 WVCA-hosted January 2012 public forum on the Wellington St West Community 

Design Plan. 

 Proposed zoning amendments and changes to the Urban Design Guidelines for Small-

scale Infill Housing, which include provisions designed to result in less hardscape, a 

prohibition on garage doors facing the front lot line, and greater conformity of infill 

developments with their immediately adjacent neighbours.  Katie summarized the main 

details of the proposal in her powerpoint presentation, and noted that there are some 

curious zoning variations regarding what is permissible within WVCA boundaries. 

 Efforts to increase WVCA communication, including increased website postings and the 

establishing of a WVCA Facebook page. 

 Involvement in the current process which will result in a revitalized playground and 

installation of a splash pad at Fisher Park. 

 Initiation of a street painting design project as a community building and traffic calming 

measure. 

 

b. Treasurer’s report – Susan Kennedy  

The WVCA balance on May 15, 2012 was $2080.81, down from $2623.91 on April 29, 2011. 

            Total credits, 2011-12: $375, membership fees 

 Total debits, 2011-12: $919.14, including: 

 July 19/2011: $172.33, AGM 2011 expenses 
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 Jan 17/2012: $507.45, website hosting (several years costs included) 

 Jan 4/2012:   $113.00, AV equipment for Forum 

 Jan 24/2012: $100, room rental for Forum 

 Jan 23/2012: $26.36, room rental (Fisher Park X 2) 

4) Design Workshops 

Katie explained that design workshops would take place simultaneously at four tables, among which 

attendees will choose two (20 minutes each) to learn about the topic and contribute ideas.  The following 

summarizes the discussions which took place at each table. 

a. Fisher Park Splash Pad and Playground 

The city has allocated funding for a splash pad for Fisher Park, and community discussions have 

been initiated to ensure that a more thorough play area remodelling can take place.  Councillor 

Hobbs indicated at the AGM that there is money for this in the parks fund. A public consultation on 

improving the park will take place in mid-June. Catherine James-McGuinty leads the WVCA 

committee on the issue and facilitated the table discussion. Issues to consider include the bike path 

location, opening up the tennis club to the Park, grading, the location of the splash pad, benches, 

removing the fence around the field, a work of art to commemorate the history of the Park, etc.! 

 

b. Holland Avenue Vision 

The City is replacing an 18-inch water main plus services to each building on Holland between Scott 

and Tyndall this summer.  The project provides a probable opportunity for sidewalks to be widened 

to the standard 1.8 metres along the stretch, but also the potential to begin discussions on ideas for 

the future uses of the avenue relating to cycling, parking, transit and traffic flow, especially given 

that it will be a gateway to the neighbourhood when the LRT station is built at Tunney's Pasture. The 

BIA is initiating a "My Holland Avenue" campaign to raise awareness within the community about 

plans for Holland Avenue via social media. 

 

c. Street Painting Design 

WVCA is developing a “pop up project” proposal for funding which would involve painting street 

intersections with colourful and highly visible murals on the pavement.  Through this public art, 

local residents will have the opportunity to express their neighbourhood identity through the use of a 

unifying theme to the artwork. The annual task of repainting the intersections will serve as an 

opportunity for bringing the community together, in the form of street parties/painting work bees 

which will provide opportunities for neighbours to connect with and get to know one another.  

 

Similar projects undertaken in other cities have also shown that street painting has a traffic calming 

effect – the drawings serve as visual cues which let drivers know that they are entering a 

neighbourhood where folks know each other and are likely to be outside chatting, playing, or 

gardening at any time. This gently encourages drivers to slow down and be more observant when 

approaching painted intersections.  
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A committee has been formed to submit a funding proposal for a street painting project in summer 

2012 to the office of Councillor Hobbs.  The Byron path gaps (Granville, Clarendon, Harmer) have 

been identified as possible initial locations for street painting. The Wellington West BIA and 4 Cats 

Art Studio have expressed their support, and partnerships within the community are being 

investigated.  Once basic funding is secured, the project will move forward.  

 

d. Sustainability 

The sustainability discussions – led by Bill Shields and Andrea Prazmowski of Sustainable Living 

Ottawa West (SLOWest) – focused on three questions: 

- What would greater sustainability look like? (e.g. less cars, lower speed limits, increased tree 

cover, community garden space, rain barrel usage) 

- What’s already happening? (e.g. installation of low flow toilets, LED lighting, community bike 

sharing program) 

- What are current concerns? (Metro parking lot redevelopment, water use in general) 

 

5) Acknowledgement of out-going board members  

Bill Mohrmann-Watson and Rob Bowman are not returning to the WVCA Board for 2012-13. 

 

6) Election of Board members for 2012-2013. 

Vivian Knapp, Susan Kennedy, Jason Thomson, David Haskins, Richard Van Loon, Peter Bleyer, Duff 

McLeod, David Lindsay, Katie Paris and Catherine James-McGuinty will continue to serve on the WVCA 

Board.  Andrew Berbe, Carol Collins and Ashley Wright agreed to join the Board as new members.  A 

motion to accept the WVCA Board for 2012-13 was moved by Duff McLeod, and seconded by Susan 

Kennedy. 

 

7) Adjournment 
 

 


