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Comments to Planning Committee 
April 10, 2012 

 
Regarding: Low-rise Infill Housing in Mature Neighbourhoods 

 
The Wellington Village Community Association supports the proposed zoning amendments, changes 
to the Urban Design Guidelines and changes to Submission Requirements and Procedures, the Urban 
Tree Conservation By-Law and the Drainage By-Law.   
 
We participated throughout the process of identifying issues, consultations with Planning Department 
staff and industry representatives, and feel that a fair balance has been struck between the needs of 
developers and those of existing communities. While in some cases the proposals may be imperfect, 
and potentially overly prescriptive, overall we support the notion that the city has a role to play in 
setting clearer guidelines and in improving the zoning for neighbourhoods experiencing great 
changes due to intensification.  
 
There are just a few things we should like to point out in particular: 
 
1. The changes to the measurement of grade are likely to produce an improvement in terms of the 
overall height of infill homes.  However, we also feel that an important aspect of infill homes is the 
height of the front door and ground level; merely setting an overall height limit does not necessarily 
ensure that front doors will be built at a height compatible with the prevailing context.   
 
2. We feel that it is not clear what is meant by the phrases: 
 

“Where the required minimum lot width is less than 7.6m” and  
“Where the required minimum lot width is 7.6m or greater.”   

 
In some areas of Wellington Village, the minimum lot width is 7.5m; in a plain language reading of this 
phrase, those areas of our neighbourhood should fall into this ‘narrower’ category, regardless of the 
actual, finished lot width.  In fact, many of these lots will be slightly over 7.6m, as they are normally 
approximately 25 feet wide, or 7.62m.  Which category do these lots fall into? We feel that this unclear 
language will create confusion in the implementation of the proposal, and hope it can be clarified.  
 
3.  It is not obvious how we are to provide parking on narrower and narrower lots while preserving 
greenspace in both front and backyards.  Overall, we support the proposed changes, and in particular, 
the elimination of front garages for the narrower lot widths.  We are not convinced the proposal goes 
far enough in dealing with garages for the wider lot widths, but are willing to wait and see how this 
proposal is implemented.  Moreover, we encourage the City to emphasize monitoring and 
enforcement of the rules for parking spaces once projects are built, to ensure they continue to comply 
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with proposed rules (i.e., if front yard parking is allowed, only one space is provided; soft landscaping 
is not converted to additional parking spots, etc.).  
 
Thank you for considering our comments in support of the zoning and other changes proposed.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Katie Paris 
President  
Wellington Village Community Association 
 
181 Faraday St. 
Ottawa, ON K1Y 3M5 
613-719-7815 
kgparis@gmail.com 
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