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April 25, 2012 

 

 

To: Paul Dewar, MP for Ottawa Centre 

Yasir Naqvi, MPP for Ottawa Centre 

I write on behalf of the Wellington Village Community Association to add its voice to those of more 

than 10 other community associations as well as many individuals in the City of Ottawa who are speaking 

up to protect our local waterways.  

 

Every year, outdated sewer infrastructure in the City of Ottawa leads to spills of untreated sewage 

into our local rivers. In 2011 alone, the City is reported to have discharged 417 million liters of bacteria 

infested water resulting in beach closures and increased risk of infection.  This needs to stop.  

 

Citizens and politicians at every level are in agreement. The City of Ottawa has a plan for the 

cleanup known as the Ottawa River Action Plan and the federal and Ontario provincial governments have 

participated in shared funding for earlier phases of the plan. Not only do all levels of government agree that 

the Ottawa River Action Plan should go ahead, they also agree that shared funding is appropriate.  

 

Yet despite universal agreement that sewage spills must stop, funding allocations to do so have not 

been put in place.  The City of Ottawa has allocated funds but presumably because the federal government 

refused to do likewise in the 2012 budget, the Ontario government now has also deferred the provision of 

the necessary amount.  

 

We call on all parties in this project to put aside whatever barriers stand in the way of responsible 

action and get together to achieve progress in cleaning up the Ottawa River. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you on this important matter. 

         

Yours sincerely, 

 

Vivian Knapp 

Member of the Board 

 

 

c.c.: John Baird, MP for Ottawa West–Nepean 

Mayor Jim Watson 

Councillor Maria McRae, Chair of City of Ottawa Environment Committee  

Wellington Village Community Association Board of Directors 

Charles Hodgson, Ecology Ottawa 

 


