
WVCA Draft Meeting Minutes 

March 20, 2012, 7pm, Collected Works 
 

Present: Board Members: David Haskins, Vivian Knapp, Duff McLeod, Bill Mohrmann-

Watson, Katie Paris, Jason Thomson 

Community Members: Frank Epton, Charles Hodson, Mary Ellen Kot, Terry McDonald, 

Andrea O’Hagan, William Pullen, Karen Seabrooke, Cathy Stein, Audrey Stuart 

 

1. Approval of February Minutes: Approved by Vivian. 

 

2. Fisher Park Redevelopment 

$180,000 in park redevelopment funds have been approved for the installation of a new splash 

pad and $40,000 in life cycle funds have been identified for the replacement of the school-age 

play structure in the park. A detailed survey of the north end of the park is required to prepare a 

proper base plan, with all facilities, grades and underground services identified.   Preparation of a 

draft concept plan will follow, which will be presented to the community in mid-June for review, 

comment and input, with plans to be finalised by the end of June.  Construction is slated to begin 

in September and end in November to allow for the children’s play area to remain operational 

throughout the summer.   It would be out of commission throughout the fall. 

The Councillor is also interested in pursuing a grant for a historic plaque project for key sites in 

Kitchissippi, which would include Fisher Park. (The park hosted an amusement park from the 

1890s until 1910, including an outdoor theatre that showed the first moving picture in Canada.)  

Councillor Hobbs has also mentioned the idea of an “adult reflection area” – a small area with 

seating and landscaping geared at older adults – being created simultaneously with the upgrade 

of the park that could provide a venue for the plaque if the grant is received.   

3. Police notice re. trend in property thefts from vehicles  

The focus, apparently, has been south of Wellington Street.  A number of attendees have 

unfortunate personal experiences of auto break-ins, both in residence driveways and condo 

parking lots. It was noted that incidents must be called in by the car owners, which seems oddly 

restrictive. There will potentially be a guest speaker from police department at our next meeting. 

 

4. Review of final document proposing changes to zoning and design guidelines for infill 

housing 

Proposed changes – which have been criticised by both developers and the Federation of 

Community Associations – are scheduled to go to Planning Committee on April 10.  Board 

members are encouraged to review the zoning changes and infill guidelines as soon as possible.  

Mary Ellen also volunteered to review.  Jason will send her [done] the WVCA comments on the 

draft guidelines which were sent to the Councillor in November 2011.  

 

5. Clean Up the Capital  

April 15 - May 15 are the dates for the Spring Cleaning the Capital campaign, with April 27 – 29 

being Capital Cleanup Weekend. BIA is not leading the local efforts this year. As of yet, no one 

expressed an interest in leading a cleanup group. 

 



6. Hampton Park dog walking rules – opportunity for feedback to NCC. 

It was noted that the dog walking rules for Hampton are unenforced and ignored by the great 

majority of dog owners. 

 

7. WWBIA Initiatives  

Katie reported on various items – a new round of banners will be hung along Wellington; 

applications are being accepted for mural painting in underpasses (under overpasses?) along 

Holland and Parkdale; plans are afoot to plant vegetables in planters along Wellington this 

summer.  

 

8. Guest Speaker: Charles Hodgson from Champlain Park CA and Ecology Ottawa 

Charles gave a short presentation regarding Ecology Ottawa’s current efforts to develop a 

neighbourhood (there are 91 in the city, they are smaller than Wards) environmental network, 

which would include coordinators, community organisers and neighbourhood teams.  Following 

the current campaign on the Ottawa River, Transportation could be the next focus.  

 

9. Follow-up on old business:  

- Update on street painting/traffic calming idea (Councillor is supportive, a small group 

will meet to discuss at Susan’s house on April 3, 7pm) 

- Duff’s letter regarding Section 37 (Duff summarised the letter, which had been circulated 

to the Board following the Feb meeting – there was unanimous support to send it on 

WVCA letterhead to the Councillor) 

- David Lindsay – plan regarding outreach (David was absent) 

- Information on 1451 Wellington proposal (Design Review Panel didn’t like the design, 

so it is now being revised – no opportunity for WVCA to take a position yet) 

- Conversation with the Ottawa Mosque re. social gathering (idea still in the works, Katie 

leading for WVCA) 

- 3i Summit: taking place 4-5 May, with a kickoff event on March 28 


