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PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS TRAFFIC CONCERNS IN 

WELLINGTON VILLAGE 
 

Co-hosted by the Wellington Village Association + Elmdale School Council 

 

Date: November 9, 2010  @20:15 – 22:00 hours 

Location: Elmdale School Gymnasium 

 

Speakers: 

Richard Van Loon, vice-president, WVA - facilitator 

Victoria Gibb-Carsley,  Coordinator, Elmdale School Travel Planning 

Greg Kent, City of Ottawa, A/Manager Traffic Engineering & Technical Services 

Kerry-Lynn Moher, City of Ottawa, Traffic Operational Studies Officer 

Arto Keklikian, National Capital Commission, Senior Planner Transportation 

Mathieu Brisson, National Capital Commission,  Land Manager  

Jamie Stuckless, School Travel Planning Ottawa 

Katherine Hobbs, Councillor-elect 

Paula Marinigh, Principal, Elmdale School 

 

Participants:  

Approximately 20 people attended 

 

Richard van Loon 

Richard began by explaining purpose of meeting.  This meeting is a follow-up to the 

meeting held on April 15, 2010 to discuss traffic problems in West Wellington area, 

including areas adjacent to Elmdale School. 

 

Increased development and urban density in this area means citizens are more concerned 

than ever. Also, concern remains around excessive speeds of cars and volume of traffic, 

especially in the streets bordering on Island Park – Iona, Edina, Helena. 

 

Very high pick up and drop off volumes at Elmdale, without traffic management solution. 

Corner of Iona and Island Park is very difficult, used by several students. This 

intersection is dangerous and we shouldn’t wait for an accident to happen before doing 

something. The West Wellington neighbourhood is becoming less friendly to bicycles 

and pedestrians. For example, Byron used to be bike conducive but no longer. There is a 

general lack of traffic calming infrastructure, cross walks and crossing guards. At our last 

meeting, suggestions for improvement included restrictions on turning and traffic on 

streets off of Island Park, stop signs to replace yield signs, speed bumps, etc. There was 

some discussion around traffic management restrictions around Elmdale. 

 

Victoria Gibb-Carsley 

Victoria has been working with School Travel Planning, an organization affiliated with 

Green Communities Canada. There are several members of school travel planning 

initiative now who are Elmdale parents. 
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This is a strong group with a lot of enthusiasm. The School Travel Planning Initiative is 

Canada-wide, inspired by countries like New Zealand which has succeeded in having 

more citizens, whether adults or children, walk or ride bikes to school/work. 

Elmdale is one of 12 schools in Ottawa area participating. Other schools include 

Churchill and Broadvies.  

 

School Travel Planning encourages more parents and kids to find their way to school on 

their own steam by bike or foot. Students and their family and schools and communities 

benefit from increased physical and decreased vehicle activity. The hope is that it will 

become routine and self-funding through eventual policy changes. 

 

The School Travel Planning group has had a first meeting with multiple stakeholder 

groups, including Elmdale parents, the Island Park community association, Wellington 

Village association, Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, Ottawa police, Ottawa 

Safety Council and School Transportation Authority. 

 

The group has sent survey home for parents to complete on how their kids currently get 

to and from school. The survey tries to identify what may help or hinder walking and 

biking. Traffic was certainly identified as a concern. Survey response rate was 60%. 

Teachers conducted a hands-up survey for one week to ask kids how they get to and from 

school. 

 

The group has held a couple of traffic observations at the beginning and end of the school 

day.  It reviewed hot spots identified in survey. Today we had another observation with 

participation from public health nurse and Kerry-Lynn Moher. We looked at Java, 

Mayfair Iona, Island Park regarding traffic flow and pedestrian crossing.  

 

Next step is to compile statistics from the survey and determine next steps for active and 

safe access for kids to get themselves to school. The group is very encouraged by the 

support shown thus far from community and parents and school administration. 

 

Greg Kent 

Greg has taken feedback from the last meeting and has been working on issues raised 

during the April meeting. He briefly reviewed the various methods that can be used for 

traffic flow or calming: traffic control at intersections, yield signs, stop signs, bus 

loading, school crossing guard program, setting speed zones and limits. 

 

The traffic signals group looks at cross walks, signage – this is the group that put in the 

push button crosswalk at Clarendon and Wellington. 

Another group at the City looks at traffic calming – speed bumps, narrowing, restrictions 

in and out of community, control and flow of traffic. 

There have been a lot of issues this year in traffic, brought on in part by stimulus program 

and by development. We’ve got through some of the issues and are still working on 

others. 
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The City traffic group is working with School Travel Planning to identify corridors and 

routes for kids to get to and from school safely and ensure appropriate infrastructure is in 

place.  

 

Kerry-Lynn is responsible for addressing traffic issues in Wellington Village area.  

Currently the City is working with the National Capital Commission (NCC) to resolve 

the Island Park and Iona crosswalk issue. Island Park Drive and a small green space near 

Island Park Crescent fall under NCC jurisdiction.  

The city is also adding a sidewalk on Iona near Island Park. 

 

Kerry-Lynn Moher 

 

New sidewalks have been installed on Island Park between Iona and Mayfair. 

Other measures being considered include: stop control at Clarendon and Faraday; adult 

crossing guard at the corner of Clarendon and Iona near Elmdale School. Some of these 

are delayed due to construction.  

 

For many residents, the primary concern in the area around Island Park and Holland is 

speeding. There was a 1996 traffic study which examined Churchill, Kirkwood and many 

of the streets around Elmdale School; none of these streets were identified for traffic 

calming measures. All of the traffic calming measures that were identified in the 1996 

study were finally implemented in 2008. Examples include speed bumps on Western  and 

Carleton Avenues. 

 

Arto Keklikian 

Arto’s focus is on transportation policy as opposed to traffic management.  

A review of the NCC’s green belt master plan is underway and will take place over the 

next 2 years. This review is being conducted at a time when a shift is occurring towards  

more sustainable transportation.   

 

Community feedback - questions and concerns 

 

Tyndale Avenue: travelling south on Holland at night, I see cars coming off Tyndale and 

turning left onto Holland in the evening heading up to Carling Ave and it is not 

uncommon to see cars travelling at speeds of 70 or 80 km or more. Can we time traffic 

lights to slow people down? 

 

Helena and Mayfair – resident has lived in this area for 30 years and has noticed a huge 

increase in the traffic flowing off Island Park Drive. Motorists have discovered the ability 

to cut through our neighbourhood which is full of children and pets. It is very common to 

see motorists speeding down Piccadilly, Geneva, Mayfair going at frightening speeds to 

get to Scott or Wellington. It starts at 15:00 and goes to 18:00. In the past couple of days 

alone, there have been 3 serious accidents at Island Park near Richmond. This resident is 

concerned that NCC and City can’t seem to get it together to resolve the issue. 
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Island Park Crescent: resident needs to cross a 417 off-ramp to get across Island Park. On 

average, 15,000 cars per day travel down Island Park Drive.  

 

Byron Ave at Island Park: it is very common for motorists to run a red light.  

 

What is plan at Iona and Island Park? Answer: a pedestrian activated signal or some type 

of crossing is being looked at. This requires federal as well as provincial approval and an 

environmental assessment. Councillor Leadman arranged to have funds set aside from the 

City for this and approached NCC – NCC said we don’t have money but we don’t 

disagree with the need for this safety feature. City is working with NCC to get final 

approvals in place. Subject to this being done, the design would be done this winter, with 

construction occurring possibly next summer. The crossing would be a half signal 

triggered by pedestrians attempting to cross at Iona and Island Park, similar to the one at 

Sherbrooke and Parkdale 

 

Byron at Holland: this is a T-intersection where turning left at rush hours is virtually 

impossible – why is there no signal light? 

 

Buell Street: a resident notes there are no sidewalks on Iona to bring her kids from their 

house on Buell to school. We should identify the need for sidewalk on Iona to link to new 

pedestrian crossing. 

 

Iona between Harmer and Clarendon – resident noted that he was part of a traffic 

planning committee 4 years ago. In an attempt to deal with speeding issues, they phoned 

the RCMP, who gave out 6 easy tickets and then left before the kids even got out of 

school. In this resident’s view, signage doesn’t work, but speed bumps do. 

 

Remick Ave – no sidewalks, 25 kids on a tiny street. Cars stream through heading to 

Quebec off Island Park. There have been 2 near misses by cars coming fast around the 

corner onto this otherwise quiet street. Apparently, Councillor Leadman said street 

narrowing and bulb-outs had been proposed by the Island Park and St. George 

community associations, but residents put a stop to it. We are interested in traffic calming 

measures. 

 

Clarendon and Wellington – pedestrian walk signal does not come on automatically 

unless you push it. The walk signal should come on by default, otherwise motorists think 

they can turn right instead of yielding the right of way to pedestrians. Greg mentioned 

that he will take this issue back to the City, as it should have been addressed following 

the April meeting but wasn’t. The crossing at Kirkwood and Byron is similar concern. 

 

Traffic flow issues makes us trapped in our own neighbourhood. We can’t turn left off 

Clarendon onto Byron. Can’t turn left from Byron onto Island Park. Need to look at the 

whole picture. In future need to get people out of cars and into public transit. But short 

term need to create controls to allow residents to get in and out of the neighbourhood. 

Some of it is self-regulated. Worse case there are collisions or unsafe behaviours. When 
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we looked at before, control measures weren’t warranted. We need to keep assessing it as 

traffic builds with infill. Must look at demand. 

 

Arto mentioned that Island Park fulfills many roles: interprovincial bridge, private 

property driveways, residential street, parkland. In 1996 we looked at traffic calming 

measures for Island Park Drive and decided not to put in speed bumps. Instead, we put in 

bike lanes and posted a reduced speed limit. What measures can we put in place to 

influence driver? We want to avoid traffic diversion. 

 

One resident asked whether the City and the NCC can work together to get a working 

intersection at Byron and Island Park to alleviate left hand turning issues off Island Park 

onto Byron or vice-versa. 

 

Why doesn’t the City take over Island Park drive from the NCC? 

 

Another resident noted that Island Park Drive is not a parkway, it’s a freeway. 

 

Arto mentioned Montreal as being a good example of a city with creative signage that 

attempts to influence driver behaviour - where signage says watch for our children…it’s 

about getting people to get out of their cars or be more careful when they are in their cars. 

 

Member of audience suggested we leverage existing rail infrastructure and do light rail as 

a way to get people out of their cars. 

 

Kirkwood and Byron: resident noted that a city bus turned right and came right up on 

curb, where she was standing with 2 small children. Greg said the geometric design 

should not work this way and needs to be fixed. 

 

A resident noted that there needs to be enforcement of traffic laws in the short term. Can 

we get officers to do speed checks, illegal turns? If we crack down on bad behaviour the 

media can pick this up. Another resident commented that police with radar guns are 

frequently positioned on Island Park Drive south of the Queensway…but never north of 

the Queensway. In reply, Greg said that the City looks at engineering, enforcement and 

education as measures to control traffic. We gather information from radar speed devices 

that also can record speed, then send out police on certain times of days to enforce.  

 

Mathieu Brisson from the NCC mentioned that the turning lanes off Carling onto Island 

Park will be removed by the City in the near future, in an effort to get motorists to slow 

down. 

 

Wellington, Clarendon, Kirkwood, Byron, Island Park….get people out of their cars will 

only happen incrementally. Having signs that are different and grab your attention (take 

care of our children) may help shape motorists’ behaviour. However, doing things to 

calm traffic in one area can impede traffic flow which has a spillover effect into adjacent 

streets.     


